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XVI
MORE POETEY

ONE of the most touching episodes in the Maha-
Bh&rata is the story of NALA AND DAMAYANTI.
Its stanzas flow as gracefully as the polished
hexameters of Virgil's eclogues, but the author
of the Sanskrit pastoral was happier in the
choice and treatment of his subject than the
great Latin poet. An evil spell had been cast
on King Nala, and in a dark hour he staked
and lost his kingdom, The royal gambler's
sufferings and redemption were narrated
in the jungle, as a solace in affliction, to
King Yudhishthir, whom a similar fate had
befallen.1

Reduced  to  utter  poverty, Nala and his

1 From the earliest times, playing at dice seems to
have been a favourite pastime and, in its worse aspects,
a national vice of the Hindus. The Vedic Hymnal
contains a touching elegy known as GAMBLER'S LAMENT.
Many a passionate gamester ruined himself and his
family in the sabha or club-house. Manu denounces
betting and gambling as "open theft" which ought
to be suppressed by law.